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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: Line 7, "an" 
should be changed to "a". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entWed to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Iwase (US 6,255,008 B1). 

Iwase discloses an electric vehicle comprising a fuel cell system 36 for 
generating power, a motor 46 for driving a vehicle, a controller 20, a battery 40 
for storing power from said fuel cell, an accelerator pedal sensor 22 for 
measuring a time average (or differential of) electrical load required for running 
the vehicle, and a state-of-charge (SOC) sensor 42, the SOC sensor measures 
the charge of the battery, and the controller selectively switches on the fuel cell in 
response the predetermined values of both the measured electrical load and 
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SOC values being above and/or below a predetermined values, such as 60% 
SOC (col. 9, line 47), as shown in figures 1-3 and recited in columns 4-10. 

With respect to claims 5 and 6, the fuel cell system of Iwase would work 
during idle and stopped conditions because the battery would still be supplying 
power to the vehicle. 



Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Iwase, Ishikawa, Gruenwald et al., Palanisamy, Nonobe, 
Lyons et al., Brigham et al., Naito, Bonnefoy, Lorenz et al., Azuma et al., Yamada 
et al., and Early et al. all disclose vehicle controllers of interest. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jeffrey J. Restifo whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-0579. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (10:00-6:00), 
alternate Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Christopher P. Ellis can be reached on (703) 305-0168. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 





Jeffrey J. Restifo 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3618 



